
To: 

Representative Mike Johnson, House Majority Leader 

Representative Hakeem Jeffries, House Minority Leader 

Senator John Thune, Senate Majority Leader 

Senator Chuck Schumer, Senate Minority Leader 

Howard Lutnick, Secretary of Commerce 

An Open Letter to Congress and the Trump Administration 

We write to you with great alarm as we watch the critically important science conducted at many US agencies, institutions, and 

universities come under increasing assault. This includes threats to the budgets, staffing, and scientific work of the US 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Undermining the ability of scientists at NOAA to produce 

independent, world-class science will lead to devastating impacts on the United States and global climate and weather research 

community. These kinds of harms to NOAA would affect people around the world who depend on this life-saving information. 

We call on you as the leaders of Congress and the Department of Commerce to take urgent action to stop these attacks, protect 

the resources and staffing at NOAA, and uphold its scientific integrity policies. 

NOAA is one of the foremost US federal science agencies. Its foundational work has immense value for people's daily lives 

and for the national and international economy. NOAA is the primary provider of critical, widely used forecasts for a range of 

extreme weather events, including hurricanes, heatwaves, and drought. It also provides projections of sea level rise and high 

tide flooding, and monitors wildfire smoke, marine heat waves, and other dangerous but less readily observable threats. This 

vital information is then used by emergency responders, policymakers, the private sector and the public to help prepare and 

protect communities, critical infrastructure and commerce. It must remain freely accessible so that all can reliably use it, not 

just those who are able to pay. 

NOAA is a global leader in weather and climate monitoring and prediction, contributing to essential scientific research that 

helps us understand and respond to changes on our planet. It manages global climate and weather forecasting models; collects, 

processes, and distributes critical satellite and earth observation data; and conducts rigorous scientific research used by the 

global scientific community. Further, NOAA provides typhoon and cyclone monitoring systems, maintains famine early 

warning systems, and assists in international climate model intercomparison projects. The last are crucial in improving models 

and quantifying uncertainties in projections of climate change. In short, NOAA is the linchpin in global weather forecasting, 

climate monitoring, and climate research. NOAA staff work collaboratively with scientists around the world, to the benefit of 

people in the United States and of every other nation. 

NOAA was officially created in 1970 by President Nixon and a bipartisan act of Congress. Part of the agency traces its roots 

back to the 1800s, with the establishment of the Survey of the Coast in 1807 and the Weather Bureau in 1870 (now the 

National Weather Service). Since 1970, NOAA has been fulfilling its mission to better understand the causes of changing 

weather and climate and to protect the people and resources of the United States. Dismantling NOAA would have dire 

consequences for American lives and livelihoods, as well as for the country's economy and infrastructure. Undermining the 
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agency's work would also be a significant loss for the world's weather and climate prediction community, which relies heavily 

on NOAA data and the expertise of its researchers. 

Without a strong NOAA, a cornerstone of the US scientific research enterprise, the world will be flying blind into the growing 

perils of global climate change. It is unequivocal that human-induced climate change, primarily driven by burning fossil fuels, 

is the leading cause of the rapid heating of the oceans, the land surface, and the lower atmosphere. The harmful impacts of 

human-induced increases in heat-trapping emissions are readily apparent in accelerating sea level rise, worsening heat waves 

and flooding, longer and more intense wildfire seasons, altered rainfall patterns, the retreat of Arctic Sea ice, ocean 

acidification, and many other aspects of the climate system that are currently monitored by NOAA. 

We call on the US Congress and the Trump administration to ensure that NOAA and its sub-agencies remain fully funded and 

staffed, and that the independent, trusted science the agency produces continues to be protected. A world without NOAA and 

other leading US science institutions would not only upend decades of invaluable scientific research, it would also signify an 

abdication of US leadership in climate science, and an erosion of US status as a scientific powerhouse. 

 

Dr. Marc Alessi, Union of Concerned Scientists, Syracuse, NY, USA 

Dr. Pep Canadell, Global Carbon Project, Australia  

Dr. Rachel Cleetus, Union of Concerned Scientists, Arlington, MA, USA  

Dr. Kerry Emanuel, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, New Harbor, ME, USA 

Dr. Veronika Eyring, University of Bremen, Germany   

Dr. Joyce Kimutai, Grantham Institute, Imperial College London, UK; Kenya Meteorological Service, Kenya  

Dr. Natalie Mahowald, Ithaca, NY, USA 

Dr. Ben Santer, OR, USA 
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Johns Hopkins University 
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Lisa Natanson 

Homer, AK 
 

 
Hallie Peterson 

Pacific Lutheran University 
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Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
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Private practice 
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Robert Suydam 
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Lynn Wilbur 
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Joni Wilm 

Municipality of Anchorage 
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Stephen Hunt 

Birmingham, AL 
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The University of Alabama 
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John Sloan III 

Orange Beach, AL 
 

Bruce Stallsmith 
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Clyde Bailey 

University of Arkansas for Medical 
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Ellen Brown 
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Jefferson 

Batesville, AR 
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David Thomas 

Lyon College 
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Crista Abel 

Arizona State University 
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Tucson, AZ 
 

Jennifer Becker 

Tucson, AZ 
 

 
David Blanchard 

Colorado State University 

Flagstaff, AZ 
 

 
Mindy Blaski 

Tucson, AZ 
 

David D Breshears 

Tucson, AZ 
 

 
Tiffany Byrne 

Waddell, AZ 
 

 
Julian Christou 

Retired 

Tucson, AZ 
 

Diane Davidson 

Univ. of Utah, Salt Lake City 

Portal, AZ 
 

 
David Dunham 

KinetX Aerospace, Inc. 
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Timothy Fagan 

University of Arizona, Professor Emeritus 
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Richard Fulton 

University of Minnesota - Minneapolis 
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Ke Chiang Hsieh 

Tucson, AZ 
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University of California 
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Malcolm Hughes 
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Phoenix, AZ 
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Arizona State University 
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Tucson, AZ 
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Paul Marques 

PIRE 

Tucson, AZ 
 

 
Nicholas McKay 

Northern Arizona University 

Flagstaff, AZ 
 

 
Brian McKee 

University of Arizona 

Tucson, AZ 
 

Alison Meadow 
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Fred Oswald 
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City of Forth Worth 
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Arthur Carter Rogers 

retired 

Tempe, AZ 
 

 
B Michael Sheffer 
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Barbara Smith 
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Armin Sorooshian 
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Franklyn Telles 
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mark wyzenbeek 
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Paxton Ataide 

Queen’s University Belfast 

Salinas, CA 

 

 
Dennis Baldocchi 

University of California,Berkeley; former 
NOAA employee, ATDD/ARL 

Kensington, CA 
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El Cerrito, CA 
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UCLA 
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San Diego State University 
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Christopher Callahan 

Stanford University 

Berkeley, CA 
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Retired 
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Patricia Chico 

Independent Contractor 
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Joanna Chu 

Santa Rosa, CA 

 

 
Giancarlo Cosenza 

Valencia, CA 

 

DANIEL COSTA 

University of California 

Santa Cruz, CA 
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UC Berkeley 

Napa, CA 
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Berkeley, CA 

 

Charles Diaz 

University of California, Berkeley 

Berkeley, CA 
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Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 

 

 
Kristina Dizon 

San Diego, CA 
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Erica Donnelly-Greenan 

Santa Cruz, CA 
 

 
Iryna Dronova 

Berkeley, CA 
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Univ California, Riverside 
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San Diego, CA 
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Palo Alto University 
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Stanford University 
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U.S. Naval Research Laboratory 

Monterey, CA 

 

 
Dial Hoang 
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Karen D Holl 

University of California, Santa Cruz 

Felton, CA 
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University of California, Davis 

Davis, CA 
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Grass Valley, CA 

 

 
Thomas Lyon 

University of Michigan 
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Self 

Davis, CA 
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UC Davis 

Davis, CA 

 

 
Katelyn Meyer 

UCSD 

San Diego, CA 

 

 
Jenn Raley Miller 

Sacramento State University 
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Brenda Mills 

Tracy, CA 

 

 
Mayra Molina 

Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Oxnard, CA 

 

 
Melissa Murphy 

UCSD 

Philo, CA 
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Ngoc Nguyen 

Berkeley, CA 

 

 
Laura O'Donnell 

Oceanside, CA 

 

 
Charlie Ogle 

University of Miami 

San Diego, CA 

 

Sarah Ogle 

UCSD 

San Diego, CA 

 

 
Morgan ONeill 

University of Toronto 

Palo Alto, CA 

 

 
J. Pablo Ortiz-Partida 

Union of Concerned Scientists 

Merced, CA 
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UCSF 

San Francisco, CA 

 

 
Taejin Park 

Concord, CA 

 

 
Nastassia Patin 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
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California State University, Monterey Bay 
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Union of Concerned Scientists 
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University of California San Diego 
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Indiana University 
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San Francisco, CA 

 

Mary Raser 
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Center for International Environmental Law 

Oakland, CA 

 

 
Jacqueline Reu 

UC Berkeley 

Berkeley, CA 

 

David Reynolds 

Retired NWS MIC SFO 

Monterey, CA 

 

 
Hannah Rich 

Trabuco Canyon, CA 

 

 
Bruce Richman 

None Specified 

Sunnyvale, CA 
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Pamela Rittelmeyer 

San Mateo, CA 

 

 
Mia Roberts 

State employee 

Vacaville, CA 

 

 
Prof. Byron Roe 

Retired 

Union City, CA 

 

Tatiana Rosen 

Northridge, CA 

 

 
Sophie Ruehr 

UC Berkeley 

Berkeley, CA 

 

 
Michelle Ruscetta 

Industry 

San Jose, CA 

 

Eva Saelens 

Grass Valley, CA 

 

 
Laura Sanchez 

Berkeley, CA 

 

 
Jonathan Sanderman 

San Francisco, CA 

 

Andrea Schreier 

Elverta, CA 

 

 
Brian Schreier 
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Zachary Skelton 

San Diego, CA 

 

Caitlin Slay 

Los Osos, CA 

 

 
Susan SMITH 
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Susan Smith 
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Union of Concerned Scientists 
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Robin Stern 
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Andrew Thompson 

California Institute of Technology 
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Jeff Tracey 

University of Utah 

San Diego, CA 
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Hawthorne, CA 

 

 
Joanna Vance 

San Diego, CA 

 

Bill Vanderburgh 
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San Diego, CA 
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Sacramento, CA 
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UCSD 

San Diego, CA 
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Albert Wellman 

Sonoma County Climate Activists Network 

Santa Rosa, CA 

 

 
Paul Wennberg 
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Nancy Wheat 
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Alison Whipple 
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Stanford University 
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Anna Wilson 
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Fort Collins, CO 
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